
 

 

Post Colonial Literature 
Unit I Prose 

The Empire Writes Back: A Foundation for Post-Colonial Literature 

Bill Ashcroft's "The Empire Writes Back: Theory and Practice in Post-Colonial 

Literature" stands as a seminal work in the field of  post-colonial studies. Published in 

1989, it provides a comprehensive exploration of  the theoretical underpinnings and 

practical manifestations of  post-colonial literature. Ashcroft's introduction to this 

book serves as a foundational text, laying out the key concepts and arguments that 

will be developed throughout the subsequent chapters. 

At the heart of  Ashcroft's introduction is a critique of  the Eurocentric dominance 

within literary studies. He argues that traditional literary criticism has often 

marginalized and overlooked the voices of  writers from colonized nations. These 

writers, often labeled "minor" or "peripheral," have been relegated to the margins of  

literary history, their works dismissed or reduced to mere representations of  exotic 

cultures. 

Ashcroft challenges this Eurocentric bias by asserting the importance of  

recognizing the agency and power of  post-colonial writers. He emphasizes that 

these writers are not simply passive recipients of  Western culture but are actively 

engaged in subverting and resisting colonial discourses. Through their literary 

works, they seek to reclaim their cultural heritage, challenge colonial stereotypes, 

and give voice to the experiences of  marginalized communities. 

One of  the central concepts introduced by Ashcroft is that of  "hybridity." He argues 

that post-colonial literature often reflects the complex interplay between colonial and 

indigenous cultures. Hybridity can be seen in the use of  language, themes, and 

narrative structures that combine elements from both Western and non-Western 

traditions. This hybridity, far from being a sign of  weakness or inauthenticity, is a 

powerful tool for resistance and cultural reclamation. 

Ashcroft also discusses the importance of  "mimicry" in post-colonial literature. 

Mimicry refers to the process by which colonized subjects adopt the cultural norms 

and values of  the colonizer. However, Ashcroft argues that mimicry can be a double-

edged sword. While it may appear to be a form of  assimilation, it can also be a 

strategy for subversion. By mimicking colonial discourses, post-colonial writers can 

expose their underlying contradictions and limitations. 

In conclusion, Bill Ashcroft's introduction to "The Empire Writes Back" provides a 

compelling and insightful overview of  the key concepts and arguments that will be 

explored in the rest of  the book. By challenging Eurocentric dominance and 

emphasizing the agency of  post-colonial writers, Ashcroft lays the foundation for a 

more inclusive and nuanced understanding of  literary history. His analysis of  

hybridity and mimicry offers valuable insights into the complex ways in which post-

colonial literature engages with and resists colonial power. 

 

Decolonizing the Mind: A Call for Cultural Liberation 



 

 

Ngugi wa Thiong'o's "Decolonizing the Mind" is a seminal work in post-colonial 

studies that offers a powerful critique of  the enduring legacy of  colonialism. Through 

a series of  essays, Thiong'o argues that the colonization of  a people extends far 

beyond the political and economic spheres; it also involves the colonization of  their 

minds. This mental colonization, he contends, is perpetuated through the use of  a 

foreign language, literature, and culture. 

At the heart of  Thiong'o's argument is the assertion that language is not merely a tool 

of  communication but a carrier of  cultural values and worldviews. By imposing a 

foreign language, such as English, on colonized peoples, colonial powers sought to 

erase their indigenous languages and cultures. This linguistic imperialism, Thiong'o 

argues, has had a profound and lasting impact on the identities and consciousness 

of  colonized peoples. 

Thiong'o's analysis of  the role of  literature in perpetuating colonial ideologies is 

equally insightful. He argues that colonial literature, often written by Europeans 

about colonized peoples, has been used to reinforce stereotypes and to justify 

colonial domination. These literary representations, he contends, have been 

instrumental in shaping the way that colonized peoples view themselves and their 

own cultures. 

In addition to language and literature, Thiong'o also examines the role of  education in 

the colonial project. He argues that colonial education systems were designed to 

indoctrinate colonized peoples with Western values and to prepare them for their 

role as subjects within the colonial hierarchy. This education, he contends, has had a 

devastating impact on the cultural heritage and self-esteem of  colonized peoples. 

In conclusion, Ngugi wa Thiong'o's "Decolonizing the Mind" is a powerful and 

provocative work that challenges the enduring legacy of  colonialism. By analyzing 

the ways in which language, literature, and education have been used to colonize the 

minds of  colonized peoples, Thiong'o offers a compelling argument for the 

importance of  cultural decolonization. His work has had a profound impact on post-

colonial studies and continues to inspire scholars and activists around the world. 

 

Unit II Poetry 

A Divine Love: Shaw Neilson's "Surely God was a Lover" 

Shaw Neilson's poem, "Surely God was a Lover," is a profound exploration of  the 

nature of  divine love. Through vivid imagery and heartfelt language, Neilson paints a 

picture of  a God who is not only powerful and majestic but also deeply 

compassionate and loving. 

The poem begins by invoking a sense of  wonder and awe. Neilson suggests that God 

must be a lover because the world is filled with such beauty and abundance. The 

poet describes the earth as a "lover's garden," teeming with life and color. The 

imagery of  a garden is particularly apt, as it evokes a sense of  nurturing and growth, 

qualities that are essential to love. 

Neilson continues to explore the idea of  divine love through the metaphor of  a 

mother's love. He suggests that God's love is as tender and protective as a mother's. 

This comparison is both comforting and inspiring, as it reminds us that even in the 

face of  hardship and suffering, God's love is always there to guide and support us. 



 

 

The poem also touches on the theme of  sacrifice. Neilson suggests that God's love is 

so great that he was willing to sacrifice his own son for the sake of  humanity. This 

reference to the crucifixion is a powerful reminder of  the ultimate expression of  love. 

In the final stanza, Neilson concludes that God must be a lover because he has 

created a world that is filled with love and beauty. The poet suggests that by 

experiencing the love of  others, we can come to understand the love of  God. This 

message is both hopeful and inspiring, as it suggests that even in the midst of  a 

world that can sometimes be harsh and unforgiving, love is always present. 

Shaw Neilson's "Surely God was a Lover" is a beautiful and moving poem that 

explores the profound nature of  divine love. Through vivid imagery and heartfelt 

language, Neilson paints a picture of  a God who is not only powerful and majestic 

but also deeply compassionate and loving.  

The Death of  the Bird: A Lament for Lost Innocence 

A.D. Hope's "The Death of  the Bird" is a poignant elegy that explores themes of  loss, 

mortality, and the fragility of  life. The poem centers around the death of  a small bird, 

a seemingly insignificant event that becomes a catalyst for reflection on the broader 

human condition. 

The poem begins with a vivid description of  the bird's death. It is depicted as a 

sudden and unexpected event, a "small, still-fluttering thing" that has been struck 

down by a car. The image of the bird lying lifeless on the road is both shocking and 

disturbing, serving as a stark reminder of  the fragility of  life. 

As the poem progresses, the death of  the bird becomes a metaphor for the loss of  

innocence and the inevitability of  death. Hope suggests that the bird was a symbol of  

purity and freedom, a creature that represented the untarnished beauty of  nature. Its 

death, therefore, can be seen as a loss of  something precious and irreplaceable. 

The poet also reflects on the human tendency to mourn the loss of  loved ones and 

cherished things. He suggests that our grief  is often rooted in a fear of  our own 

mortality. By acknowledging the death of  the bird, we are forced to confront our own 

vulnerability and the possibility of  our own demise. 

Hope's elegy is not merely a lament for the loss of  a small creature. It is a meditation 

on the human condition, exploring our relationship with nature, our fear of  death, 

and our capacity for love and loss. The poem's message is both poignant and 

profound, reminding us of  the fragility of  life and the importance of  cherishing every 

moment. 

In conclusion, A.D. Hope's "The Death of  the Bird" is a powerful and evocative poem 

that explores themes of  loss, mortality, and the human condition. Through the death 

of  a small creature, the poet invites us to reflect on the fragility of  life and the 

importance of  cherishing every moment.  

Ruins of  a Great House: A Postcolonial Reflection 

Derek Walcott's "Ruins of  a Great House" is a powerful exploration of  the enduring 

legacy of  colonialism in the Caribbean. Through vivid imagery and evocative 

language, Walcott paints a picture of  a once-grand colonial mansion now reduced to 

rubble, a haunting symbol of  the past's destructive power. 



 

 

The poem begins by introducing the reader to the ruins of  the great house. The 

image of  the crumbling structure is immediately evocative, suggesting a sense of  

decay and decline. Walcott emphasizes the contrast between the former grandeur of  

the house and its current state of  ruin, highlighting the ravages of  time and the 

impermanence of  human creations. 

As the poem progresses, Walcott delves deeper into the historical significance of  the 

great house. He suggests that it was once a symbol of  colonial power and 

domination, a place where the ruling class exercised their authority over the 

enslaved population. However, the ruins now stand as a testament to the failure of  

colonialism and the eventual downfall of  the colonial system. 

Walcott also explores the personal and emotional impact of  the ruins on the local 

people. He suggests that the site has become a place of  pilgrimage, a place where 

people can connect with their history and their ancestors. The ruins serve as a 

reminder of  the struggles and sacrifices that have shaped the Caribbean's identity. 

The poem concludes with a powerful meditation on the enduring legacy of  

colonialism. Walcott suggests that the ruins of  the great house are not merely a 

physical symbol of  the past but a living reminder of  the ways in which colonialism 

continues to shape the present. The poem's message is both poignant and 

provocative, inviting us to consider the complex and often painful legacy of  

colonialism in the Caribbean. 

In conclusion, Derek Walcott's "Ruins of  a Great House" is a powerful and evocative 

poem that explores the enduring legacy of  colonialism in the Caribbean. Through 

vivid imagery and evocative language, Walcott paints a picture of  a once-grand 

colonial mansion now reduced to rubble, a haunting symbol of  the past's destructive 

power.  

Woman to Man: A Feminist Critique 

Judith Wright's "Woman to Man" is a powerful poem that critiques traditional gender 

roles and societal expectations. Through vivid imagery and direct language, Wright 

challenges the patriarchal norms that have long oppressed women. 

The poem begins by establishing a contrast between the speaker's desires and 

societal expectations. The speaker yearns for a life of  adventure and freedom, but 

she is constrained by the limitations imposed on her as a woman. She longs to "ride 

the wind" and "climb the mountain," but she is expected to conform to traditional 

gender roles and remain in a domestic sphere. 

Wright's use of  imagery is particularly effective in conveying the speaker's 

frustration and longing. The images of  the "fenced-in garden" and the "caged bird" 

symbolize the limitations placed on women. These metaphors suggest that women 

are often trapped in a world of  their own making, unable to break free from societal 

expectations. 

The speaker also challenges the notion that women are naturally submissive and 

passive. She asserts her own agency and independence, refusing to be defined by 

her gender. The lines "I am not your plaything, your puppet, your slave" are a defiant 

declaration of  her autonomy. 

Wright's poem is not merely a personal expression of  frustration. It is a broader 

critique of  patriarchal society. By highlighting the limitations placed on women, 



 

 

Wright calls for a more equitable and just world. She suggests that true equality can 

only be achieved when women are no longer confined to traditional gender roles and 

are free to pursue their own desires and ambitions. 

In conclusion, Judith Wright's "Woman to Man" is a powerful and provocative poem 

that challenges traditional gender roles and societal expectations. Through vivid 

imagery and direct language, Wright critiques the patriarchal norms that have long 

oppressed women. 

Journey to the Interior: A Quest for Identity 

Margaret Atwood's "Journey to the Interior" is a powerful exploration of  the human 

psyche, delving into themes of  identity, memory, and the search for meaning. 

Through a series of  interconnected vignettes, Atwood takes readers on a journey 

through the mind of  a nameless narrator, revealing the complexities and 

contradictions of  her inner world. 

The poem begins by establishing a sense of  isolation and detachment. The narrator 

describes herself  as a "ghost" wandering through a "dream-like" landscape. This 

imagery suggests a sense of  alienation and disconnection from the external world, 

as the narrator's focus is primarily on her own thoughts and feelings. 

As the poem progresses, the narrator begins to delve deeper into her memories. She 

recalls childhood experiences, past relationships, and moments of  joy and sorrow. 

These memories serve as a way for the narrator to explore her own identity and 

understand how she has become the person she is today. 

Atwood also explores the concept of  the "shadow self," the hidden or repressed 

aspects of  our personality. The narrator confronts her own shadow self, 

acknowledging the darker side of  her nature and the ways in which she has denied 

or suppressed certain aspects of  herself. 

The poem culminates in a sense of  acceptance and reconciliation. The narrator 

comes to terms with her own complexities and contradictions, recognizing that she 

is a multifaceted individual with both light and dark sides. This journey of  self-

discovery leads to a newfound sense of  peace and understanding. 

"Journey to the Interior" is a powerful and evocative poem that explores the 

complexities of  the human psyche. Through vivid imagery and introspective 

language, Atwood takes readers on a journey through the mind of  a nameless 

narrator, revealing the universal themes of  identity, memory, and the search for 

meaning.  

Unit III  Short Story 

Boys and Girls: A Coming-of-Age Tale 

Alice Munro's "Boys and Girls" is a poignant coming-of-age story that explores 

themes of  gender roles, societal expectations, and the loss of  childhood innocence. 

Through the eyes of  a young girl named Laird, Munro delves into the complexities of  

growing up in a rural Canadian community. 

The story begins with Laird and her older brother, Laird Jr., engaged in a playful 

game of  fox and hound. However, as they get older, their relationship begins to shift. 



 

 

Laird Jr. becomes increasingly interested in hunting and farming, while Laird is 

drawn to the domestic world of  her mother. 

As Laird matures, she becomes aware of  the different expectations placed on boys 

and girls. Her brother is encouraged to pursue traditional masculine activities, while 

she is expected to conform to domestic roles. Laird feels a growing sense of  

alienation and frustration, as she longs for the same opportunities and freedoms that 

her brother enjoys. 

The turning point in the story comes when Laird is forced to accompany her father 

on a hunting trip. Despite her initial reluctance, she agrees to go, hoping to prove 

herself  and gain her father's approval. However, the experience is deeply unsettling 

for Laird, as she witnesses the violence and brutality of  hunting. This event marks a 

significant loss of  innocence for Laird, as she realizes that the world is not as idyllic 

as she once believed. 

The story concludes with Laird reflecting on her childhood experiences. She 

acknowledges the ways in which her gender has shaped her life and limited her 

opportunities. However, she also expresses a sense of  resilience and determination, 

suggesting that she will continue to challenge societal expectations and pursue her 

own path. 

"Boys and Girls" is a powerful and evocative story that explores the complexities of  

growing up and the challenges of  navigating gender roles. Through the lens of  a 

young girl's coming-of-age experience, Munro offers a poignant commentary on the 

ways in which society shapes our lives and limits our potential. The story's message 

is both timely and relevant, reminding us of  the importance of  challenging traditional 

gender stereotypes and creating a more equitable world. 

 

Michael Cliff’s “My Grandmother’s Eyes” 

 

Michael Cliff’s short story “My Grandmother’s Eyes” is a touching exploration of  

family, heritage, and identity. Through the lens of  a young narrator reflecting on his 

grandmother’s eyes, Cliff  delves into themes of  memory, cultural legacy, and the 

passage of  time. The story, though concise, carries deep emotional and cultural 

resonance, making it a powerful piece of  literature. 

 

The narrative centers around the narrator’s observations of  his grandmother’s eyes. 

The story begins with a nostalgic tone as the narrator describes the significance of  

his grandmother’s eyes in his life. To him, her eyes are not just physical attributes but 

symbols of  her life experiences and the history they embody. They reflect a past that 

is both personal and communal, bridging the gap between generations. 

 

One of  the most poignant aspects of  the story is how the narrator perceives his 

grandmother’s eyes as a repository of  history. He sees them as mirrors that reflect 

not only her own life but also the broader experiences of  their family and culture. 

Through her eyes, he connects with a past he never directly experienced but still 



 

 

feels a part of. This connection is crucial in understanding the narrative’s deeper 

message about the importance of  familial and cultural heritage. 

 

Cliff’s use of  descriptive language enhances the emotional impact of  the story. The 

eyes are described with vivid imagery, illustrating their depth and the stories they 

hold. This description creates a strong visual and emotional connection for the 

reader. For instance, the eyes are compared to “ancient wells” that contain countless 

untold stories, emphasizing their role as a vessel of  history and memory. 

 

The story also highlights the theme of  identity. By focusing on the eyes, which are 

often considered the windows to the soul, Cliff  explores how personal identity is 

intertwined with familial and cultural heritage. The narrator’s reflections suggest that 

understanding one’s identity involves looking back at one’s roots and acknowledging 

the influence of  past generations. His grandmother’s eyes serve as a reminder of  

where he comes from and the legacy that shapes his own identity. 

 

Additionally, the story portrays the passage of  time and its impact on family 

dynamics. As the narrator reflects on his grandmother’s eyes, he also contemplates 

the changes that come with aging. The eyes, once sharp and full of  life, may now be 

dimmed by the passage of  time, but they still hold the essence of  who she is. This 

reflects the broader theme of  how time affects all aspects of  life, including family 

connections and personal memories. 

 

In conclusion, Michael Cliff’s “My Grandmother’s Eyes” is a beautifully written short 

story that uses the imagery of  eyes to explore profound themes of memory, heritage, 

and identity. Through the narrator’s reflections, Cliff  illustrates the significance of  

connecting with one’s past and understanding the influence of  family history on 

personal identity.  

Unit IV Fiction 

Mimic Men: A Postcolonial Exploration of  Identity 

V.S. Naipaul's "Mimic Men" is a powerful exploration of  postcolonial identity, set in 

the fictional Caribbean nation of  Anguilla. The novel follows the life of  Ralph Singh, a 

young man of  Indian descent who struggles to reconcile his colonial heritage with 

his aspirations for independence. 

The novel begins with Ralph's arrival in England, where he seeks to escape the 

limitations of  his colonial upbringing. However, he soon discovers that his English 

education has not prepared him for the realities of  life in the West. Ralph feels 

alienated and out of  place, struggling to find his place in a society that is both foreign 

and familiar. 

As Ralph navigates the complexities of  his identity, he becomes increasingly 

disillusioned with the colonial system. He witnesses the hypocrisy and corruption of  

the colonial administration and begins to question the legitimacy of  British rule. 



 

 

Ralph's disillusionment is compounded by his experiences of  racism and 

discrimination, which remind him of  the enduring legacy of  colonialism. 

The novel culminates in Ralph's return to Anguilla, where he confronts the 

challenges of  building a new nation. As a leader of  the independence movement, 

Ralph must grapple with the complexities of  postcolonial politics and the conflicting 

interests of  different factions within Anguilla. 

"Mimic Men" is a powerful exploration of  the psychological and social consequences 

of  colonialism. Naipaul's novel offers a nuanced and complex portrayal of  

postcolonial identity, revealing the ways in which colonialism can shape individuals' 

lives and communities. Through Ralph's experiences, Naipaul explores the 

challenges of  finding one's place in a world that is constantly changing and evolving. 

Unit V Drama 

The Hungry Earth: A Cry for Justice 

Maishe Mayaponya's drama "The Hungry Earth" is a powerful exploration of  the 

devastating impact of  colonialism on the African people. Set in South Africa during 

the apartheid era, the play delves into themes of  land dispossession, social injustice, 

and the struggle for freedom. 

The play centers around the character of  Mkhulu, an elderly man who has witnessed 

firsthand the destruction of  his community. Mkhulu's land has been taken from him 

by white settlers, forcing him and his family to live in poverty and despair. The land, 

which Mkhulu considers sacred, has become a symbol of  his people's identity and 

their connection to their ancestors. 

As the play unfolds, Mkhulu and his family struggle to survive in a hostile 

environment. They face constant harassment from the white authorities and are 

forced to live in fear. Despite their hardships, Mkhulu and his family refuse to give up 

hope. They continue to fight for their rights and demand justice for the injustices they 

have suffered. 

"The Hungry Earth" is a powerful indictment of  apartheid and the racist policies that 

have devastated the lives of  millions of  South Africans. Mayaponya's play is a call to 

action, urging the audience to stand up for justice and equality. The play's message 

is particularly relevant today, as South Africa continues to grapple with the legacy of  

apartheid and the challenges of  building a just and equitable society. 

In conclusion, "The Hungry Earth" is a powerful and thought-provoking drama that 

explores the devastating impact of  colonialism on the African people. Through the 

story of  Mkhulu and his family, Mayaponya offers a glimpse into the struggles and 

sacrifices of  those who have fought for freedom and justice. The play's message is a 

timeless reminder of  the importance of  standing up for what is right, even in the face 

of  adversity. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


